Expression of fibronectin and type I collagen by human dental pulp cells and gingiva fibroblasts grown on fibronectin substrate.
Specific antibodies and indirect immunoperoxidase labelling were used to study the intracellular production of collagen and fibronectin by cells grown on fibronectin-coated glass; the same cell populations seeded on uncoated glass were used as controls. Strong intracellular staining for type I collagen was seen in all cases, but immunostaining for fibronectin was very faint or negative in both gingival and pulp cells grown on the fibronectin substrate, in contrast to control cells. Thus, fibronectin substrate inhibited fibronectin synthesis by the cultured cells, but did not seem to influence type I collagen synthesis.